composed of broken vessels which once held human beliefs, and that thus our outlook is widened.
The groundwork and body of our present-day medical knowledge has come down to us from past ages; and many of the fundamental facts of our knowledge, although they have been proved and re-proved in the course of time, were discovered in the school of medicine at Alexandria nearly two thousand years ago.
A consideration of the j)ast helps us to realise that we stand, so to speak, on the shoulders of our predecessors, and also enables us to attain a better perspective of modern medicine and to see the possibilities of advancing further and climbing higher in the scale of knowledge.
I will ask you to go back in mind exactly three centuries, to the year 1628. In this year there appeared a little volume which, at the present day, is regarded as being the greatest single contribution which has ever been made to medical science.
This was William Harvey's Exercitatio Anatomica de Motu Cordis, in which he proved the circulation of the blood.
The notions in regard to this matter before his time had been very vague.
The doctors of ancient Egypt knew that the heart sent blood through the vessels and over the body, and regarded this organ as the most important of the viscera, the fountain of life, and the origin of all good and bad qualities. It was reserved for the school of medicine at Alexandria, about the beginning of the Christian era, to show that the air drawn in by breathing was distributed by the arteries.
Galen, who was a student at this school in the end of the second century a.d., was quite familiar with the action of the valves in the heart and with the fact that the blood passed only in one direction, but he had no clear idea of the manner in which the blood came back to the heart, and envisaged only a leisurely ebb and flow of humours, which took place perhaps a few times in the day. Other workers on this line, long after Galen's time, added fresh information to the growing accumulation of evidence. Thus, Servetus in 1553 showed that the blood went through the lungs to take up air, and Fabricius in 1574 discovered the little valves in the veins which can be seen on the back of the hand and on the fore-arm by pressing the blood backwards.
Under Fabricius, William REFERENCES.
